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INTRODUCTION 


Among the general classifications of American records that contribute to 
genealogy and history, our land records are probably the least used of all. 
There seems to be a popular conception that land records describe land and not 
the individual that owns the land. The purpose of this book is to demonstrate 
that this is not the case. 


It is true that some land records give more information than others when 
the individual is identified. A CASH ENTRY RECEIPT will give the NAME of the 
purchaser, his place of residence AT THAT TIME, a DATE and a PLACE where the 
receipt was issued. Such information DOES HAVE genealogical value and should 
not be overlooked when a problem in research is difficult. As in military rec- 
ords some documents give more information than others and therefore of greater 
value for the purposes of genealogy and history. This book will attempt to show 
that there are some records that should be sought out in preference to others of 
less genealogical value. 


Land records will be helpful to give LOCATION or PLACE to your research 
problem. From the various indexes listed in the text it will be demonstrated 
that a locality of residence in a State can be determined by a land entry. This 
information can then be used to follow up in the information that would be found 
in the county courthouse of that county, church records of the community,vital 
records through city or State archives. ANY RECORD that points the direction 
where additional information can be found will be of value in research and, if 
in nothing else, land records will often fill this need. 


The scope of this book is limited to the genealogical value of land records 
and not in a detailed treatise of a technical nature on the general subject. 
This will explain why the PRESENT LOCATION of records will be emphasized over 
and above detailed information on how and why the records are where they are today. 


The author quickly concedes the point that there is much information of value 
to genealogists that might be added to this treatise. I am sure that some records 
will not be adequately considered, possibly some deleted entirely from this book, 
and as to State Archives and their contribution, much more could be added here 
of value. It is the hope of the author that the national or federal land records 
will be given sufficient consideration to encourage a researcher to utilize the 
records on this level which contribute so much to our genealogy and history. 


Another point that should be considered by the genealogist is that any land 
record that is contested in title or goes into litigation or court hearings,will 
always have additional value because of the contestation, the affidavits sub- 
mitted, testimonies given and other evidence submitted to the Land Commissioner 
or probate judge. In this respect the AMERICAN STATE PAPERS and the TERRITORIAL 
PAPERS OF THE UNITED STATES (see details in the appendix) should not be overlooked 
for their particular value in public domain research, Also, the probate records 
of the county courts should not be bypassed when unusual circumstances enter in- 
to the title of land. By this I mean when a grant is made, a warrant is issued, 
etc. but not utilized by the receivor thereof. 


Land is real property and law governs its acquisitionand disposal. Law is 
founded on precedent ( in most cases ) for its rulings and its decisions concern 
individuals and these individuals must be identified before the court of law.The 
record that identifies a person has genealogical value and the record that tells 


of what that person did will have historical value. 
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CHAPTER I 1 
LAND-RECORD SYSTEMS OF COLONIAL AMERICA 


iis an introduction to more specific information about colonial land infor- 
mation, some general information might be of value in understanding and evalua- 
ting the importance of the history of our land record system in the United States. 


From the book, LAND SYSTEM OF THE NEW ENGLAND COLONIES by Melville Eggleston 
(Baltimore,J Hopkins University, 1886) the following quotations will give a gen- 
eral idea of the beginning of our land-tenue system in iJmerica, 


"The laws of a State are the reflection of the economical and social condi- 
tion of the people while their form and spirit indicate the mental and moral sta- 
tus of those by whom the laws are made. They are thus among the most valuable 
and trustworthy sources of historical information which we possess. 


"In the New England colonies all titles to landed property were derived 
originally from an actual or constructive grant of the English Crown. He made 
grants which could not be made under English law ..,. the title was subject to a 
right of occupany in the Indians. 


"Connecticut was settled and its government organized without any charter 
or grant, and the lands were purchased by the planters from the Indians as they 
had need of them." 


From the book, DICTIONARY OF AMERICAN HISTORY, James Truslow Adams, editor, 
(N.Y. Charles Scribner's Sons, 1940, 5 vols.) the following definitions are helpful, 


"4. Consequently the title to all Englishimerica was in the King and from 
him all later titles stemmed. 


"Royal land grants took the form of charters. The practice of New England 
was for the General Court in each colony to grant a considerable tract, called a 
township, to a body of settlers who: in turn issued deeds to individual settlers. 


"In Maryland there were some manorial grants of 1000 acres or more, although 
‘most of the grants were small and made to actual settlers, 


"The practice in Pennsylvania was to grant land to actual settlers in small 
parcels, but to retain title to vast acreage in the settled areas. 


"In Virginia there was at first a system of grants based upon head-rights... 
5O acres for each person arriving in Virginia and belonging to the individual who 
paid the transportation. This led to abuses and gradually degenerated into a 
Simple fee system at the land office. Anyone who could pay the fees could acquire 
original title to as many acres as he could pay for ... under this system large 
plantations gew up." 


iis we shall see from definitions in the following chapter, all titles to land 
in dmerica go back to the State or the Crown as the case may be. The early co- 
lonial land charters of the colonies were indefinite in specifying their boundaries 
and, because of this, later disputes arose as to jurisdiction over land to the 
north of their boundaries as well as to the south and west, 


In the chronology that follows some idea will be given as towhen,and under 
what: circumstances, land titles were able to pass to the people of America. 
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SELECTED EVENTS OF IMPORTANCE 
IN THE CHRONOLOGY OF OWNERSHIP OF LiND 


(As extracted from the publication of the U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau 
of Land Management, entitled,HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS OF PUBLIC LAND MANAGEMENT, 1962 


also, 
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THE PUBLIC DOMAIN, by Thomas: Donaldson, U.S. G.P.0., 1884). 

- First permanent English colony in America founded at Jamestown,Va. 

~ Land tenure in Virginia based on head-right system, by which 50 acres of 
land granted to each person who paid either his own or someone else's trans- 
portation from England to America. Larger tracts could be purchased also 
from the Virginia Company. All tracts located indiscriminately, without sys- 
tem of land survey. 

- First English colony founded in New England, at Plymouth, Massachusetts. 

- First Dutch colony founded in New Netherlands, at New York. 

- Land grants to immigrants in New England made by General Courts. Settlers 
granted tracts of 10 to 100 acres. English officials voted themselves tracts 


of 1,000 to 9,000 acres. 


- English colony founded in Maryland. lLand tenure similar to head=right 


system of the Virginia Company. 


- Settlers in New York granted land tracts up to 100 acres each. Extensive 
tracts awarded for importation of as many as 50 families of Dutch immigrants. 


- Connecticut issued corporate charter. A year later, Rhode Island issued 
corporate charter. All land grants determined: by New England Council. 


- After creation of New Jersey, land tenure established according to the head- 
right system of the Virginia Company. After the English assumed control of 
New York, land tenure established similar to head-right system of Virginia. 
- English colony founded in Carolinas, at Charleston. Land alloted similar 
to head-right system of Virginia, with each colonist granted 20 to 80 acres. 
Much larger tracts sold to affluent buyers. All tracts located indiscrin- 
inately, without system of land survey. 

~ Sale oc? lands first introduced in New Jersey. 

- Pennsylvania. founded as colony of England, by William Penn, adopted the 
head-right system of land allotment, with each colonist granted 50 acres of 
farmland..- . oe tree | 

- Sale of lands first introduced in Maryland. 

- Sale of lands introduced in North Carolina, 

- Sale of lands introduced in South Carolina. 


- Sale of lands introduced in Virginia, 


Pirst regular use of rectaneular system of surveys in New England.Townships 
miles square, surveyed beyond settler frontier for future expansion. 
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LAND CHRONOLOGY - (cont'd) b) 


1715 - First State land grants to veterans of colonial wars by New England. 


1732 


1763 


1764 
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- Georgia founded as English colony. Granted 50 acre farms to each colonist 
and 500 acres of land to settler with family of six or more, 


- England acquired right to all lands east of Mississippi River as result of 
the Seven Years! War, which cancelled all claims of individual colonies. 
Pioneers prohibited from entering region west of Alleghanies. 


— Settlers moved into Vermont and New Hampshire, and later Maine. 


- First colonists from Virginia and North Carolina began illegal settlement 
of eastern Tennessee and Kentucky. 


- First local land offices open western Virginia for direct sale of tracts 
to settlers in that region. 


~ Virginia promised land bounties of 100 acres for enlistment in the Contin- 
ental Army. 


~ First act of Continental Congress pertaining to disposition of public lands. 
Act of August 14th offered deserters from British Army - both English and 
Hessians - fifty acres of public lands plus citizenship. 


Act of September 16th promised land bounties for military and naval services 
during the Revolutionary War. Land warrants, subsequently issued to veter- 
ans, were confined to a "military district" of 2,560,000 acres of public lands 
in the Northwest Territory. 


~ Continental Congress urged all States to seize and dispose of land owned by 
Loyalists and adherants to English King. All States had followed this advice 
by 1782, and were in the real estate business. 


- New York ceded all western land claims to new government. Virginia sur- 
rendered vast region north of Ohio River in 1781. Massachusetts ceded all 
western claims in 1784. Connecticut followed in 1786. South Carolina in 
1787. North Carolina in 1790. Georgia in 1802. All of these areas, col- 
lectively, constituted the public domain. 


- Land Ordinance established rectangular system of cadastral surveys of pub- 
lic lands in Northwest Territory, north of Ohio River. 


Ordinance of May 20th reserved the Virginia Military Land District which 
could be used for location of military bounty lands, 


-~ First Government survey of public lands began in east part of the North- 
west Territory. Using rectangular system, region under survey included the 
"Seven Ranges" north of the Ohio River. 


- Act of May 10th authorized first Federal system of district land offices 
for transfer of surveyed public lands in Ohio Territory. 


- het of March 3 instituted first of many laws on pre-emption or preference 
rights of pioneers. Pre-emption favored squatters, and discriminated against 
land speculators and investors. 


ky (LAND CHRONOLOGY-Cont'd) 


1802 — Cumberland Rood authorized for construction between Potomac and Ohio Rivers. 
Completed in 1818. 


1807 - Government first recognized, and so confirmed to claimants, land titles 
originally granted or issued under foreign governments or Spain, France, Mexico 
and other countries. 


1812 - Act of April 25th established the General Land Office in Washington,D.C. 
as a bureau of the Treasury Department. 


1812 - Act of May 6th established system of warrants or land bounties for mil- 
itary service during War of 1812 by veterans, or heirs. Military land war- 
rants could be located upon any of the public lands within a military dis- 
trict. Three new military districts, each about two million acres, reserved 
in Illinois, Arkansas and Missouri. Military warrants and land grants ad- 
ministered by the General Land Office. 


1814 —~ After War of 1812 settlers began major migration westward to occupy public 
lands in the Mississippi Valley. 


1842 -~ Military land warrants could be located on any vacant, unreserved public 
lands subject to sale. 


1845 - Texas became a State, but retained title to all unoccupied lands. Thus, 
Texas, was not a public-land State. 


1848 - Mexico ceded a vast territory in Southwest, providing United States with 
additional 338 million acres of public lands to include present States of 
California, Nevada, Utah, Arizona and portions of New Nexico, Colorado and 
Wyoming. 


1850 - Oregon Donation Act granted as much as 320 acres to each single male, or 
640 acres to husband and wife, on condition of settlement for 4 years in un- 
developed parts of Oregon. Act later extended to include Washington. Act 
expired by limitation in 1855. 


1850 - Act of September 28th authorized land bounties of 160 acres to any veteran 
of Indian Wars, War of 1812, or Mexican War. 


1862 - Act of 20 May, the Honestead Act, authorized unrestricted settlement on 
public lands to all settlers, requiring only residence, cultivation and some 
improvement of a tract of 160 acres. Any person was eligible who was head 
of a family or had reached the age of 21, who was a citizen or intended to 
become one, and who did not own as much as 160 acres. After living on the 
land and farming it for six months, he could buy the homestead for $1.25 
per acre. 


Act of July 1st, 1862 granted lands for railroads and telegraph systems. 


Act of July 2nd, 1862, the Morrill or Land Grant Act authrized grants of 
public lands to help establish and support State Vocational Schools. 
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CHAPTER I 5 


Present Location and 
Availability of Colonial hand Records 


To anyone who has examined the land records of county courthouses in those 
States that were originally colonies, it is evident that the land records of each 
county are still available therein. Some, of course, are missing and have been 
destroyed by fire or war, but in the main part many of the colonial land records, 
on the county level of accessibility, are in the courthouses. For more details 
on this part of the subject the raader is referred to the shapter herein on that 
phase of the subject. 


The colonies, that later became States within the Union, issued land grants 
and patents under their own right of sovereignty. Reference is made to the chapter 
herein that treats this phase of the subject on the State basis. 


Indeed we are fortunae to have been able to retain so many of our land records 
from colonial times, It is from these records, as we shall see, that our right of 
private ownership of land and real property is derived, 
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CHAPTER II | 7 
LAND RECORDS OF OUR NATIONAL GOVERNMENT 


By law, our national government.is required to establish the right of an 
individual to own his land. In the pages that follow it will be noted that there 
have been many ways in which a person might have obtained his right to land owner- 
ship. Before entering into a detailed treatise on the operation and functions 
of our national agencies, let us look at a few definitions again and see why it 
is necessary to establish a method or system of land ownership. 


From the DICTIONARY OF AMERICAN HISTORY, as previously cited, we quote: 

"The title must normally start with a grant, or in the case of direct convey- 
ance of title to an individual, with a patent. A patent is in every respect a 
deed, giving the recipient full fee-simple ovmership. Where a grant usually of a 
large tract, is made to a company, such as a colonizing company or a railroad, 
the company comes into the possession of the land in fee simple and can therefore 
sell, passing all rights on to the buyer. 

"The most unfortunate feature of our land titles is the insistence, supported 
by the legal profession and court decisions, of the requirements of a complete 
schedule of all transfers, called an abstract of title, showing all transfers from 
the beginning to date. The result has been in numerous cases of small land tracts 
e+e not worth the cost of abstracts, 

"2. in the U.S. land titles are called, in the terminology of the English 
law, allodial, or fee simple, which terms with us have become synonymous. dAllodial 
means free of rent or service demands by some lord, or other claimant, leaving the 
exclusive right to land, or real estate, in the hands of an owner, or to the de- 
mands of some third party to which the right of eminent domain has been granted. 
Fee simple means in contrast to fee tail ... exclusive ownership limited only as 
noted in the definition of allodial. 

"Titles as recognized in the English speaking world are required to go back 
to grants made by the State, and to be perfect,must show that atno time, no matter 
how remote, has any claim been left unsatisfied or unacknowledged. Names must be 
meticulously correct and all formally attested by notaries." 

eee 

We must not loose sight of the fact that here in America an individual was 
able to acquire ownership to land as he had not. been able to do so in his native 
land or Europe. This desire for private ownership of land caused many thousands 
of settlers to go into the West and make their homes. Thus the desire of a head 
of a fomily to gain security in real property was very great and he made great 
sacrifices to gain this end. The national government was not unwilling that its 
people should own the land and, from the very beginning of our national government, 
as seen from the chronology of land ownership in the previous chapter, provisions 
were made that this. transfer of title might be valid, systematic and controlled 
for the good of the individual and the security of our national economy. 


Thus we come directly to the important part of this book, the Department 
of the Interior and the Bureau of Land Management, their records and the func- 
tioning of the Bureau for the good of the people. 


8 CHAPTER II 


The BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT and its records. 


At the end of this chapter will be found a listing of the books that have 
been oxamined and are owned by the author. It is to be noted from this bibliog- 
raphy that a number of these books are still available through the Superintendent 
of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D.C. It had been the 
original intent of the author to compile his own bibliography pertaining to land 
records but the #! 5 item in the bibliography, PUBLIC LANDS BIBLIOGRAPHY,was so 
complete and available for purchase at such a low price that the student is re- 
ferred to this book which lists 1,288 references to our public lands. I do not 
believe this publication to be complete for I have a few references not mentioned 
therein, or at least I was not able to find them from the manner in which this 
bibliography lists the items. Needless to say much has been written.about our 
public lands both on a national level and on the State level. But in the main 
part, the records of our national government provide our greatest storehouse of 
~ records outside of the land records as contained in the thousands of courthouses 

across our country. ; 


Today the Bureau of Land Monagement is responsible for the conservation and 
management of our public domain lands and resources which total nearly a half- 
billion acres, This Bureau was preceded by the General Land Office which was es- 
tablished in 1812. The records of the Bureau of Land Management and the former 
General Land Office are for the most part in the custody of the Bureau although, 
as. we shall see from the holdings of the National Archives, a great many of the 
early records have come into their custody. . | 


The following extracts are taken from the publication of the Department of 
the Interior, Bureau of Land Management entitled, THE PUBLIC LAND RECORDS ... foot- 
notes to American History. From these extracts a clear definition is given as to 
the nature of the records and their present location and availability. 


"The records are very valuable. The patent (deed) and case records are the 
primary link in the chain of title to all public and private real estate in the 
public domain States. The survey records are essential to the proper identifica- 
tion and description of the location of public and private lands. 


"The public land recording system now maintained and used by the Bureau of 
Land Management consists of: : 
(1) Survey records, which locate and describe public lands, 
(2) status records, which show ownership and use, 
(3) control records, which document the availability of rights, 
(4) case records which contain all the papers about each application. 


SURVEY RECORDS: 


"The procedure for the maintainance, filing and disposition of the original 
survey records is provided for by law. The field notes of each surveyed township 
ere prepared in a Bureau State Office, where the original notes are retained and 
& copy is forwarded to the headwuarters office in Washington, D.C. Three township 
plats (maps) are made of each township. One plat is filed in the Bureau State 
Office, the second in the Bureau's Land Office having jurisdiction over the lands, 
and the third in Washington, D.o." 
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SURSAU CP LAND 1 caGELENT 
(Continued ) 


"The law further provides that when it is not longer necessary to maintain 
a Bureau of Land Management Office in a State, the field notes, maps, plats and 
other documents may be turned over to the State authorities when the records are 
no longer needed by the Federal Government. However, the State keeps the records 
on permanent file where they may be used by the Federal Government and the general 
public. Most of the records for public land States east of the Rocky Mountains have 
been turned over to the States. The records for thirteen States are still main- 
tained by the Bureau, i.e. North and South Dakota, Montana, Wyoming, Colorado, New 
Mexico, Idaho, Utah, Arizona, Washington, Nevada, California and djlaska. 


"The Bureau of Land Management is required to maintain in its Washington,D.C. 
office a complete set of all field notes and township plats of each surveyed town- 
.ship in the public domain States. The township plats are filed by State,township, 
and range in looseleaf form. These records date back to 1800. Today there are ap- 
proximately 6,000 volumes of survey notes and 135,000 township plats on file. 


"These records are important not only to the BLM but also ... State and 
_ county..officials as well as the general public. 


STATUS RECORDS: 


"The tract books were designed primarily for the maintenance of a permanent 
reference by State or Territory, meridian, township, range,section and subdivisions, 
of all transactions involving the surveyed public lands. 


"Over the years, there have been several styles and sizes of tract books used. 
However, the basic principle of tract book design has remained the same since its 
origin. ... Entries and notations recorded in these books include a reference to 
all transfers of land title by legal description of the land involved, the name of 
the patentee, the act under which the land was . patented, and the date of the 
transaction. . . 

",-ein addition, the entries and notations include reference to all applica- 
tions for patents, entries, leases, licenses, or permits that have been disallowed, 
rejected, or withdrawn. Tract books do not provide a direct reference to original 
public domain lands still in Federal ownership, but record only those lands which 
have been patented, The boundaries of the patented lands are indicated on copies 
of the official plats of survey. Thiec kind of map or plat is called a status plat. 


CONTROL RECORDS: 

"More than 12,000 permanently bound volumes of patent records containing copies 
of approximately 7 million patents are on file in the Bureau. Some patents issued 
in patent volumes by States and land offices within the State. Others are filed 
according to the Acts of Congress under which the patent was issued regardless of 
geographical location. Since. 1908 all patents have been given serial numbers and 
filed numerically. The index reference to these 7 million patents and other evi- 
dences of title is contained in the tract book records. 


CASE RECORDS: ; 

"The Bureau maintains individual case records of all public land transactions 
regardless of whether or not the transaction ever resulted in a patent,lease,li- 
cense or permit. Each case contains the original application and history of all 
actions taken by the Bureau in processing the application. Current case records are 
maintained in the local land offices where applications for public lands are re- 
ceived and processed." 


16 CHAPTER II 


The RECTANGULAR SURVEY SYSTEM OF THE PUBLIC DOMAIN 
(as used by the Bureau of Land Management to locate Land ) 


On page nino - will be found a map showing the Principal Meridians of 
the Federal System of Rectangular Surveys. The base lines and meridians of this 
map are the basis of our present and past rectangular system of surveys for the 
legal location of all land surveys. These base lines were established as they were 
needed in the public domain and as we have seen from descriptions of land, most of 
the West was surveyed before the land was occupied or settled upon. Also, the land 
offices of the General Land Office, now the Bureau of Land Management, were estab- 
lished as needed within this domain as a requirement and a convenience to settlers. 


Actually, these lines are a part of a system of imaginary lines that cover the 
entire earth and are defined by geographers as part of the earth's so-called "grid". 
This "grid" is a systematic arrangement of lines running around the earth which are 
called longitudinal lines and north and south lines called latitude lines. 


As explained on a subsequent chart, the location of property on the surface 
of the earth is achieved by subdividing the areas between these imaginary lines. 
However, in order to make it an orderly system, certain base lines and meridians 
are established, and accepted by all, as points of departure from which the smaller 
pieces of property may be taken. Thus it is that our regular townships in the pub- 
lic domain are six miles square and in order to compensate for the fact that the 
longitudinal lines of the earth get smaller,or shorter,as they become nearer to eac 
pole, to the North or to the South, a correction must be made to compensate for 
this requirement and, under this system, every 24 miles adjustments are made for 
the roundness of the earth as the lines go to-the North or to the South. 


The four different maps illustrate typical maps as found in different sections 
of our country. The New England township map was not intended to be a square town 
or township although it approximated 6 square miles in area. In the county civil 
division of South Carolina, as illustrated, the lines of the divisions do not con- 
form to any given system in size or in delineation. Note particularly on the map 
that shows ranges and townships by number, the General Land Office Map, that these 
numbers actually do appear to be.on maps and many times go unobserved by those per- 
sons who do not have need of survey base lines. 


The sectional reproduction of a plat map illustrates the fact that this type 
of map has the file numbers that are so necessary to the location of the files or 
case records of the Bureau of Land Management or the National Archives. This need 
for file numbers will be explained in wore. detail under the records of the National 
Archives which follows. Obviously, in order to get the file numbers it is necessary 
to have access to the plat maps and from the numbers given,files are available. 


Also, in order to obtain these file numbers it is necessary to get the legal 
description of the property on which your ancestor settled as a homesteader, patentee 
or just a settler. There are also other ways of getting access to these files but 
they would be more difficult for the average person to obtain,and that is the date 
of filing and the act under which the application was made, In all instances lo- 
cation of the file papers will be more certain if the legal location of the pro- 
perty is known. If your ancestor was. not an original settler or homesteader, then 
the file numbers would not be of interest to you. Once the title to land comes 
within the jurisdiction of a county then the indexes to property are alphabetical 
by grantor or grantee and there will be no trouble in locating property. 
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OTHE REOTANGULAR SURVEY SYSTEM ... The first step in subdividing public lands is to 
establish an initial point, the latitude and longitude of which is known, Then a true 
north and south line called a "principal meridian” is run through the initial point 
and marked on the ground. Next, a line is run east and west from the initial point. 
This line is celled a "base line" and it is perpendicular to the principal meridian. 


"On either side of the principal meridians the lend is laid out in approximately 
square units, looking very much like a checkerboard, These units are called + own- 
ships". Their boundary lines are 6 miles long and run north-south and east-west. 

A tier of townships ruming north and south is called a "range", Each township is 
divided into 36 "sestions"approximately 1 mile square and containing 640 acres. The 
sections sre numbered 1 to 36, starting in the northeast corner and moving alternately 
left to right than right to left, ending in the southeast section. | 


"Sections may be further divided into quarter sections, Each quarter section of 
160 scres is identified by ites compass direction ~ NE.,S5E,,S5W.,NW. The corners of 
every section end quarter section are permanently losated on the ground by monuments. 
A quarter section can be divided into quarter-quarters of ho acres ...(end they) can 
be subdivided into ereas as small as 1g acres. 


"Because of the shape of the earth, principal meridiens come closer together as 
they extend toward the North and South Poles. To adjust for this correction, lines 
are run every 24 miles. 


u . a shorthand method of deseribing a location has been devised.. the shaded 
township is located two townships south of the bass ine and three ranges west of the 
principal meridian. Written as .. '.28.,R.3 W." whe unsheded part of the illustre- 
tion would be written as "sec.14,T,25,,R.3 We" cui he name of the principal meridien." 
(Extracted from SURVEYING OUR PUBLIC LANDS, U.S. Dept. of Interior - 1960.) — 
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1800 
1801 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 
1809 


1812 


1818 


1821 
1822 
1825 
1834 
LOD, 
1848 
1849 
1853 
1854 
1855 
1855 
1855 
1858 
1861 
1863 
1863 
1864 
1867 
1868 
1868 
1870 


1885 
1889 
1890 


The FIRST DISTRICT LAND OFFICES OPENED 2l 


-Steubenville, Territory of Ohio - 2 July 1800 
Marietta, Territory of Ohio ~ 1800 
- Chillicothe, Ohio Territory 

Cincinnati, Ohio Territory 
- Detroit, Michigan 
- Louisiana =(Orleans - Opelousas - Ouachita) 
- Alabama (St. Stephens) 
~ Indiana (Vincennes) 

Mississippi (Washington) 
- Tennessee (Nashville) 

Tllinois ( Kaskaskia) 
~ or before Zanesville, Ohio, Canton, Ohio. 

Jeffersonville, Indiana 
Huntsville, Alabama 

~ Missouri (St. Louis - Franklin) 
- Arkansas (Little Rock) 
~ by this date there were 29 District Land Offices in operation in U.S. 
- Florida (Tallahassee ) 
~ Wisconsin (Mineral Point) 
- 25th Anniversary - 65 District Land Offices in operation. 
~ Iowa (Dubuque - Burlington) 
- Minnesota (Stillwater ) 
- California (Los Angeles - Benecia) 
- Washington (Olympia) 
- Nebraska (Omaha City) 
~ Oregon (Winchester - Oregon City) 
- Kansas (Lecompton) 
- New Mexico (Santa Fe) | 
- Dakotas (Vermillion 
~ Homestead Act (Effective January 1, 1863 ) 
- Colorado (Golden City) 
-~ Nevada (Carson City) | 
~ Montana (Helena) 
- Idaho (Boise) 
- Uteh (Salt Lake City) 
~ hrizona (Prescott) 

North Dakota (Pembina) 

Wyoming (Cheyenne) 
-~ Alaska (Sitka) 
- Indian Territory (Oklahoma =Gutherie, Kingfisher ) 


- District Land Offices raached peak of 123 in operation, 
ee: 
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CHAPTER II 2) 
PUBLIC LAND RECORDS 
(Explanations and Examples) 


The so-called "case files" or jackets of records pertaining to any one ap- 
plication for public land usually contain a wide variety of papers and while re- 
productions are given in the pages to follow of ONE type of record from such a file, 
this is not an indication that other papers would not be of value nor that such 
papers should not be examined in detail. 


In the immediate pages that follow descriptions and explanations will be given 
for most of the better known land records, Later on in the book the manner in which 
these records are located in the public domain will be explained and thereafter the 
availability of these records at the Bureau of Land Management and the National Ar- 
chives will be given consideration. ‘ 


PRIVATE LAND CLAIN 


Private land claims, held by persons resident in areas later acquired or 
claimed by the United States, were recognized and were held valid as a title to 
land in.the public domain. On page 25 is reproduced a Patent Certificate for such 
a claim as issued by the Opolousas Land Office, Sate of Louisiana. In this same 
Fils, as examined at the National Archives, was a plat map and survey declaration 
attested to by the Deputy Surveyor; a plat map showing names of the adjoining land 
owners adjacent to the claimant; a commissioners certificate (on parchment skin) 
showing claim to 271 acres of land in Concordia County, La., dated 1 November 1833. 
(Actually these were not"plat maps"but sketches showing location of property.) 

From other such files examined it should be noted that not all of them con- © 
tain the same such papers as listed above. This is true with all case files and — 
other than some standard forms expected to be found in all files, there might be 
unusual documents of record with the file. 


LAND SCRIP 


"Land Scrip’ was used in the United States in 1814 when the government issued 
"Mississippi Stock" to compensate those persons claiming land under the Georgia 
Yazoo grants. It was not until 1830 that the United States issued land scrip 
under that nawe. The Land Script Act of May 30,1830 was designed primarily to 
benefit the Virginia veterans of the Revolutionary War ... later this scrip was 
redeemable in any land office in the United States where public land was offered 
for sale. Scrip was issued for the veterans of the War of 1812 and the War with 
Mexico. The last resort to scrip was under the Morrill Act of 1862. 

"The original purpose of the United States in issuing scrip was to make 
it possible for veterans to profit from their bounty lands even though they were 
unable to locate the lands themselves. ese Only about 1 in 500 used it for land 
purchaso,." 


CASH ENTRY 


_ Cash entry papers usually give little or no information than what is contained 
on the receipt itself of which a copy is reproduced on page 27. 


PRE-EMPT IONS 

(From the AMERICAN SETTLER'S GUIDE, Washington, D.C. 1880) 

"The principal differences between thehomestead and pre-emption privilege are 
(1) that beyond the small fees and commissions to the Registers and Receivers,noth- 
ing is paid for the land homestcaded whereas $1.25 or $2.50 per acre in money or 
its equivalent must be paid for the land pre-enpted," 
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(Continued ) 
(2) the homestead right commences from date of entry at the local land office, 
while the pre-ewption right is iniatiated by settlement on land subject thereto. 
(3). only surveyed land can be homesteaded, whereas unsurveyed tracts may be pre- 
empted, and after survey the pre-emption claim may be changed into a homestead 
entry if desired. 


"The pre-emption privilege is restricted to heads of families, widows or — 
single persons over the age of 21, who are citizens of the United States, or who 
have declared their intention to become citizens as required by the naturalization 
laws. This does not include Indians ... excluded are those who own 320 acres of ~ 
land." 


Among the reproductions of the original papers from such a file is a duplicate 
receipt for cash settlement of a claim based on pre-emption rights. 


TIMBER CULTURE LANDS 


Timbor culture lands are those not fit for cultivation but valued for timber 
growing upon them. Special and specific laws governod settlement upon such clains. 
Representative file papers will give information about the applicant's age and » 
whether or not he was a citizen of the United States or not. In such files are 
various other papers pertaining to the identification of the land, receipts, 
menos from the General Land Office and a final receipt for theland and testimonies 
of witnesses establishing the identity of the claimant. | 


While limited in eenealogical value this record will give name,age, date and 
place of residence and this information may be important enough to establish any 
number of needed facts for genealogical proof. 


DESERET LAND ENTRY 


Desert lands are such as will not produce enough crops without irrigation or 
an artificial supply of water. One such file was examined at the National Archives 
and, as with other land records of this type, there is an application of the clai- 
mant to land, which gives his age, residence, a description of the property all of 
which is supported by affidavits of those who know the claimant. In this same 
file is a notice of intention to make proof, final proof papers and various other 
papers to include expenditures on the property and persons who have received the 
money from such expenditures, etc. 


DONATION LAND 


The Oregon Donation ict granted as much as 320 acres to each single male, or 
640 acres to husband and wife, on condition of settlement for 4 years in undeveloped: 
parts of Oregon and/or Washington. Also, the claimant was required to prove his 
citizenship and marital status. From the papers included here, that have been re- 
produced from such a file (found on page 29) the genealogical value of such files 
can be readily seen. 


HOMESTEAD ACT PAPERS 


Possibly the papers of most value genealogically are those to be found in the 
files of the Homestead ict applicant. Thre papers from such a file are reproduced 
on the following pages and their value is apparent, 
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particularly descritied in Notification No. » héveunto annexed, continuously froth the ee hee day of 
Aesgued Lo was", ie fof day of Golelce Le oie 
And he further says that he is gow with ECB S206 Gabor his wife, and that he was legally mare 
ried to het on the 


day of W siete 18 SY. sin . jy bree Ge 


4, Subscribed and sworn to fhe me, this Le day oe) ay fel : A, 
Get . 1855, Iwekdonville, O. 'P. § Bs ACTULOLL ¢ aller 


AW: AM Goreree bl 
fe ee 9 ee. (Chel el 


woe ek ek RR eK RR KK OR K 


) 
Ge ohh i5¢ eafions fo ++ Hs BS a SL Sgistey ato BS seateve $f Brose, 


y On the settlement of Public Land in Township numbered Fe @ 4 Range Nike o 


4h yrsuant To the Act of Congress, approved on the 27th day of September, 1850, entitled “An Act to create the office of scr- 


TEYOR GENERAL OF THE PUBLIC LANDS IN OREGON, and to provide for the survey and make Donations to Settlers of the public land,” 


CR ksovs Ae ALL, 4 ‘facbser Coton be 


In the Territory: of Oregon , hereby give notice of my claim to DONATION of 


aon /hairielrecl ¥ Supls oer st, Lp Mr 
of Land, known and designated in the Surveys and Plats of the United States as the 


we half Ve Le Stelirs {OR oy half SL Jr Jee ca 
Of were thet M36 x - IG / HEY” 
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(This form will be used both in final homestead proof and commutation proof.) 


HOMESTEAD PRQOF. 


TESTIMONY OF ee, 
242308 


oe aoa called as 2 witness 


in LLG... own oS in support for ee. homestead entry for. ce Yio 


ae tip Seca as follows: 


Ques. 1. Oe is your Y name? (Be earefal to give it in full, coprectly spelled, in order that it may be 


here written exactly as you wish it written in the patent which you  desive to obtain.) 


oc 2. What is your age? 


ae Ahserlyy strit. Phe) lf eet 200. Be ee: Ret: 


Ques.-3, Ave you the head of a fiumily, or a single person; and, if the head of a family, of whom 


does your family consist? 


ee ee ee 


(Ques. 4. Are you a native-born atizad of the United States? If not, have you declared your intention 


to become a citizen, and have you Gaines au oe a of mi i alization ? * 


Ques. 5. Ave there any indications of coal, salines, or minerals of any kind on the land embrreed in 
your humestwad entry above described? (Lf so, state what they ave, and whether the springs or mineral 


deposits are No 


Sate 
es i; ow - 
, iL = aed y 
‘VYonwTn . 


Ques. 7 What i is your ee oe 


Ansa, 


Ques. 8. Have you ever made a homestead entry except for this land, Now: ae If 
yon have, give, as neatly as you can, the date thereof and description of the land, and state whether the 


entry still came Sete has been canceled, state the cause of its cancellation. ) 


HAO eA EER Ameo ee 
Oe te Oe ee me A Im OO a Ae Pe in OO a OE Te A Oe ET Ot NTE ca Ue 


Ques. 9. Have you sold the land or peenes to any one your right and interest in the sdiite; and, if 


80, to whom and for what purpose? 


Oo ble we Swe LE SN NR OOS RE EEE EEE EE NESE SEER Een ee wae 


Ans. Wie £ 


He eR Ome OO Re mi wn ee oe a en ween eee wenn 
Oe mn ni Ga ig porn cae ee = oe ah Be aed ne as ow isbn GNSS San oy sara, SS Wy 0 8 0 a we a ws a OH ws ds bd ian A RS WIEA LSe ore SS) Uh aS res me ey a 


Ques. 11. ioe — you first make settlement on the said land? » 


Ques. 12. — you first establish a residence upon the land? 


Ques. 13. ie the date you have given as being the date that you firet established your eater: upon 


the land, did you move thereon in person? 


Ans, We CD SEE EGE ke REE SET INTRO Os 2 Rane Tanya 


ea ie wa i ew i ew er ee en on a Sr eR Se AIR OKS HREOC ES OK EEO SO CEE SOK OSD 
OBO 6 we we ee ne Oe ow eee es Se eer en eee same een 


Ques. 16. If you had a family during said period of residence on the homestead, did your family 
reside thereon? 


A 
Ans. . Bz, ADE fanart pao) ee, ee a eek ear ok 


re 


Ques. 17. What improvements have you made or do you possess on the land? (Describe them. Me 
“or ” 
Ans. ee ee / CkKZ Gee Oba TG. haealif herria St ot 


eee de Le Co a rad aban haa lade. lsd 
Zaki... J GARTH we fleck eforrath paar, 


ate , ee 


aa Fe gt pe Oe DPD BD 03 Vint to fener coreeoens/ 


Ques. 18. When was your house built? 


at Aare, flat (Glas. ivi A ee etn as 


Pe ere ene ennn eer 


faeries So ie Sa ee eee { 
Notz.—The officer before whom the testimony is taken should call the attention of the witness to the following ao kW f 
Revised Stziutes, and state to him that it is the purpose of the Government, if it be ascertained that he testifies falsely, to prosecute 


_ him to the full extent of the law. 


TEYLE LXX.—CRIM). 8.—Cn, 4, 


Suc. 5392. Every person who, having taken au oath before a competent tribunal, officer, or person, in any case in which a law 
of the United States authorizes an oath to be administered, that he will testify, declare, depose, or certify truly, or that any written 
testimony, declaration, deposition, or certificate by him subscribed is true, willfally and contrary to such oath’ states or subscribes 
any material matter which he does not believe to be true, is guilty of perjury, and shall be punished by a fine of not more than two 
thousand dollars, and by imprisonment, at hard labor, not more than five years, and shall, moreover, thereafter be incapable of 
giving testimony in any court of the United States until such time as the judgment against him is reversed. [See $ 1750.] 


PUBLIC LAND RECORDS Ay 
(Continued ) 


HOMESTEAD ACT PAPERS 


Other papers in this representative file (Homestead Act) are as follows: a 
jacket with the final certificate dated 6 February 1879, with thelegal description 
of the land as to location; seven receipts of various kinds for money against the 
purchase of the land; an Homestoad Affidavit dated 26 April 1872. Also, Honestead 
Proof Papers: the supporting statements of two witnesses: testimony of the clai- 
mant himself (reproduced herein); a Final Homestead Affidavit,and, inasmuch as this 
particular applicant was not a native citizen of the United States, the original 
citizenship papers were included in the file. 


These particular papers were the original papers as given by the Court of 
Jackson County, Wisconsin. It must be noted here that it is not posbbile for the 
citizenship papers TO BE REPRODUCED AT ANY TIME BY ANYONE and therefore no request 
should be made for a copy of such papers. The papers can, however, be examined in 
person and the genealogical information extracted therefron. 


"As aliens cannot acquire valid titles to real estate under the pre-emption, 
honestead, and other laws, the privileges of which are restricted to citizens, or 
those who have declared their intention to become such ... any free white alien, 
over the age of (21) years, may at ony time after arrival declare before any court 
of record having common law jurisdiction, his intention to become a citizen and to 
renounce forever all foreign allegiance. The declaration must be made two years 
before application for citizenship ... five years residence in the country (is 
necessary) one year of which must be within the State or Territory where the court 
is held ... whereupon he will be admitted to citizenship and thereby his children 
under 21 years of age, if dwelling within the U.S. will also be regarded as cit- 
izens. It will be perceived that service alone does not secure citizenship. The 
petition and proof to the satisfaction of the court are essential and citizenship 
thus obtained is necessary before homestead entry can be made. 


COAL LANDS - STONE LANDS - MINERAL LANDS - SALINE LANDS 


These particular records concern the allocation of the public land for 
special purposes as can be seen from the title of each type of land. Usually, the 
files for these lands do not contain any unusual papers unless the file is con- 
tested or if additional proof is required by the Land Office issuing the permission 
to use thelands for the above stated purposes. 


* OK Ok 


CHAPTER IT ha 
The NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
and 
the availability of records. 


Note: The following paragraphs are taken from the Natinnal Archives Publication, 
PRELIMINARY INVENTORY OF THE LAND-ENTRY PAPERS OF THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE, Pre- 
liminary Invontory f 22, Washington: 1949 National Archives Publication de 49-30, 


"Most of the vast body of records created by the General Land Office before 
1908 and many subsequent to that date are now in the National Archives. (There are 
certain important exceptions to this generalization. The General Land Office has 
retained in its custody the following large series for this period: (1) Record 
copies of patents, (2) headquarters-office tract books, (4) headquarters-Office plats, 
and (4) field notes of surveys, except those covering pertain private-land clains 
and mineral-land entries. ) 


"This inventory (# 22) is a list of only a portion of these TONLE a portion 
that in. the National Archives is known as the "land-entry papers" of the General 
Land Office. pneee records were/are known in the Bureau of Land Management as 

"case files" 


"In discussing the availability and usefulness of infornation in these records 
(i.e. warrants, script,coal cash,mineral,patenst) it is necessary to point out 
first of all that there is no general over-all index to entrymen for theso records 
pftior to 1908. Such an index does exist in the Bureau of Land Management for the 
patented cases after 1908 (described in the final entry in the inventory). There are, 
however, partial indexes either in the Blm or in the National Archives for the 
following series prior to 1908. | 
1. Warrants under the Act of 1788 (incomplete) 

2. Virginia Military Warrants, 
5. Private land clains, 

4, Coal Cash entries, 

5. Mineral entries. 


"There are also name indexes for those land entrics that are armanged by Dis- 
trict Land Office in the States of Alabama, Arizona, as ee) Nevada, Utah 
and the Territory of Alaska, and among the records of the Veteran's Administration 
in the National Archives, thero is an alphabetical index to applications for mil- 
itary-bounty-land warrants issued under the acts of 1847-1850 and 1855, 


"For all land-entry files other than those listed above as covered by names 
indexes, it is necessary, in order to find a file relating to a particular ontry, 
to know (1) the legal description of theland covered by the entry or, (2) the date 
or approximate date of the entry and thename of the Land Office through which the 
entry was made. If the legal description of the land can be furnished, the desired 
land-entry file can usually be found by reference to the headquarters-office tract 
books maintained in the Bureau of Land Management or certain district-land-office 
tract books in the National Archives. 


"The second method of identifying particular entry papers is by date through 
the Register's monthly abstracts of entrics, which are now in theNational Archivos. 
The tract books thus serve as indexes to the land-entry papers, which in turn be- 
come an index to the record copies of patents in the Bureau of Land Management. 


4 NATIONAL ARCHIVES. RECORDS, cont'd. 


"These record copics of patents were maintained before 1908 in many separate 
series, organized and arranged like theland-entry papers themselves. Thus there are 
series of patent records for cach class of warrant and scrip entries, for each dis- 
trict land office, and for each catagory of entry made at every land office, 


"When the patent was issued, the volume and‘page numbers of the official copy 
of the patent were noted on the back of the corresponding land-entry file. This 
absolutely vital information is available in no other place. The Bureau of Land 
Management which is called upon to furnish certified copies of hundreds of patents 
every tionth, has no way of finding them excopt by obtaining information as to the 
‘volume and page on which they were recorded from the land-entry files that are in 
the Natinnal Archives. This closo and complex relationship between tract book, 
land-entry papers, and patent records is one of the chief reasons these records are 
so much used." 


It has been brought to my attention that the Works Progress Administration, 
Historical Records Survey published information regarding private land clains-in 
their survey of public records and documents. It appears also that a’number of 
States have case files pertaining to the early private land claims from’which ad- 
ditional infornation nay be secured other than that which is available in the 
Natinnal Archives, 


In ‘summary - regarding the availability of the national land records - it will 
be “difficult for the Bureau of Land Management or the National Archives to. serve 
you unless ‘you-can provide then with the information given above or as your search 
may be simplified through the various indexes as described, Either this, or you 
may find it necessary for a professional researcher to make inquiry for you. 


On the plat maps as illustrated, the numbers noted thereon can serve also as 
& means of obtaining information from the files. However, when the legal descrip- 
tion is known, the plat map may be examined and these numbers secured, The one 
would naturally preceed the other and both sources of information would be helpful 
in gaining access to additional file information, 


It is suggested that at all tinos in contacting either the Bureau of Land 
Managemtnt or the National Archives that complete identification of an individual 
be given. This is particularly true in the event that the surnane is common or if 
there be a common given nare and surnarie, 


* kK 


CHAPTER III . 4s 
LAND RECORDS. — STATE ARCHIVES 


Inasmuch as almost all of our uid-western and western States were taken frou 
the public domain of the Federal: Governnent, the question might arise as to whether 


the State itself might have had land over which it had control. 


Frou the book, The 


PUBLIC DOMAIN, etc. by Oe) Pia ae US GPO 1884, the following is acs 
from Chapter XVIII - : 


"September 4, 1841 Congress granted be the a ues section of the "State Sel- 


ection Act" to cas State named, 
into the Union, 500,000 acres of public land for internal inprovenments, 


adnitted 


and-to ¢ach new State that shall hereafter be 


which included the quantity that was granted to such State before its admission,» 
and while under a Territorial Governtient, for such serach is Under this Act the” 


following States received land: 


Illinois, Missouri, Alabama, Mississippi, Louis-~- 


jana, Michigan, Arkansas gh pete Beiieek, Wisconsin ,California, Kansas, Minnesota,Oregon, 
Nevada, Nebraska,Colorado." 


By this act the States of the public domain received land for internal in- 


proveuents over which they had control. 
and lands for land grant colleges. - 
documents as kept by the various States. 
should be helpful in correspondence regarding STATE OWNED lands, 


Later, the States roceived school lands 
The author is not informed of the nature of the 
The following list of State officials 

The original 


thirteen States have their own records of the land grants, patents, etc. that they 


issued by right of their own ‘ssoverpignty. 


These records are usually in the State - 


Archives or State Library and have carded indexes. 


(From the Bureau of Land Management, this is a list of State land officials _ 
who should be addressed bons eee State lands and other lands outside the control 


of the Bureau. ) 


Alabana 
Alaska 
Arizona 
Arkansas 
California 
Colorado 
Connecticut 
Delaware 
Florida 
Georgia 
Hawaii 
Idaho 
Illinois 
Indiana 
Towa 
Kansas 
Kentucky 


Louisiana 
Maine 
Maryland 
Massachusetts 
Michigan 
Minnesota 


Secretary of State, Montgomery, Alabama. 

Director; Division of Lands, Dept. of Natural Resources, Anchorage. 
State Land Commissioner, Phoenix. 

Commissioner of State Lands, Little Rock. 

Division of State Lands, Sacranento 

State Board of Land Commissioners, Denver. 

The State Treasurer, Hartford. 

Chairman, State Park Commission, Dover. 

Commissioner of Agriculture, Tallahassee, 

Secretary of State, Atlanta. 

Dept. of Public Lands, State Office Bldg. Honolulu. 

State Land Commissioner, Boise. 

Auditor of Public Accounts, Springfield. 

Auditor of State, Indianapolis. 

Secretary of State, DesMoines. 

Auditor of State & Register of State Lands,Topeka. 

Commissioner of Finance, Dept. of Finance,Frankfort, (land sales) 
Secretary of State, Frankfort, regarding old land records. 
Register, State Land Office, Baton Rouge. 

State Land jAgent and Forest Commissioner, State House, Augusta. 
Land Commissioner, Annapolis. 

Dept. of Conservation, State House, Boston. 

Auditor General, Tax Division, State Capitol Bldg. Lansing. 
Director, Division of Lands and Minerals, St. Paul. 
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Mississippi 
Missouri 
Montana 
Nebraska 
Nevada 

New Hampshire 
New Jersey ~ 
New Mexico 
New York 
North Carolina 
North Dakota 
Ohio 
Oklahona 
Oregon 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode ‘Island 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 
Tennessce 
Texas 

Utah 
Virginia 
Vernont 
Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming 


Canada: 


STATE LAND OFFICIALS 
(Continued ) 


Land Commissioner, Jackson, 

Secretary of State, Jefferson City. 

Commissioner of State Lands and Investments, Helena. 
Board of Educational Lands and Funds, Lincoln. 
State Land Register, Carson City. 


“State Forester, Concord. . 
Dept. of Conservation and Econonic Development,Trenton. 
Commissioner of Public Lands, Santa Fe 


Board of Commissioners of Land Office, Albany. 
Secretary of State, Raleigh. ; 

State Land Commissioner, Bismark. 

Auditor of State, Columbus. 

Secretary, Commissioner of Land Office, Oklahona City. 
Clerk of State Land Board, Salen. 

Secretary of Internal Affairs, Harrisburg. 

No State land. a Pee 

Secretary, Sinking Fund Commission, Columbia. 
Commissioner of School and Public Lands, Pierre. 

State Property A,uinistration, Nashville. 
Commissioner, General Land Officc, Austin. 

Executive Secretary, State Land Board, Salt Lake City. 
State Librarian, Virginia State Library, Richmond. 
State Forester, Montpelicr. 

Commissioner, Dept. of Public Lands, Olympia. 

State Tax Commissioner, or State Auditor, Charleston, 
The Cormissioners of the Public Lands, Madison. — 
Coumissioner of Public Lands, Cheyenne. 


Northern Administration and Lands Branch, Dept. of Northern 
and National Resources, Ottawa, Canada. 


KOK 


Lffairs: 


CHAPTER IV AT 
LAND RECORDS ~ COUNTY ARCHIVES 


In volume, the great storehouse of American land records is still to be found 
in the county courthouses, in the county seats, throughout all of the States in- 
eluding the public domain States as well as the earlier States of the Union. In the 
courthouses the custodian of land records will ordinarily be the Register of Deeds, 
and you may well expect his title to change in some States, but a letter addressed 
to the Register of Deeds will eventually get to the person in charge of land records. 
(In so mony of our courthouses it is just a matter of going down the hall a little 
farther anyway. ) 


The author has had the opportunity to visit a number of the courthouses across 
the country from Plattsburg, New York to Georgia; from Maryland to Utah. As a general 
rule they will permit you to examine the records because they will be so busy with 
the current business of the office to give you personal help. So many of the county 
courthouses are similar in arrangement ond design that searchers have little diffi- 
culty in finding the land records, the deeds. In some countics the indexes may be 
by grantor (the person selling theland) or by grantee( the person buying the land). 
However you find the index to be, the entries will be by name of the property owner 
and alphabetically arranged for the convenience of everyone. 


Most of the county registers of decds will have a current index to land records 
as well as an earlier, and separae, index to deeds. In all cases YouswiOl ering 3c; 
necessary to make certain that you. have the correct book before gathering the neces- 
sesary strength to lift it to the counter where it must be placed to use it. When 
you have the extracts that you want from the index, by book number and page, you 
will need to replace the index and thereafter seck out the record-books themselves. 
After hefting a number of these ten to thirty pound books you will probably wish 
that you had corresponded withthe county register about your problen, On the other 
hand, when you do write to him about a problem, don't be surprised if the recorder 
delays an answer. He or she might be too busy to take the time to give your request 
proper attention or (may I add in good humor) theynight not be strong enough to 
go through all the necessary books to answer your request for information. 


It is suggested that when you write to the county registers of deeds that your 
letter be brief and to the point and if possible request photostat copies of deeds 
in preference to certified copies which will require more tine to prepare. It is 
best to confine your request to but one question at a time or, if you have consid- 
erable research to be done, request thenanme and address of someone who will do the 
necessary searching for a fee or by hourly rate. 


I have found it worthwhile to request a -photostat copy of the first grantee 
deed of an ancestor (to find when he first entered the county and usually such a 
deed will say where the former residence was) or to request a photostat copy of the 
last entry in the grantor index. This last item will indicate the final disposi- 
tion of his estate or when he moved away from the county. Such a deed will not 
state where he is going to make his new address. 


Finally, before writing to a county register make certain that you are writing 
to the correct county seat for the time when your ancestors were there. My own 
publication on the COUNTIES OF THE UNITED STATES, their derivation and census sched- 


ules, can give this information for all State and all counties of United States. 
oe ee. 


CHAPTER V | re 
STATE BOUNDARY DISPUTES AND THEIR IMPORTANCE - an 
IN GENEALOGY AND HISTORY 


In colonial America the lack of good maps caused boundary disputes. The total 
nunber of disputes reached fourty and and hardly a colony, later a State, did not 
have a boundary dispute on one or more of its boundaries. In the States of the pub- 
dic domain, no State could enter the Union until its boundaries were established 
and settled with the néighboring States. Fron the following information, the re- 
searcher should take the general idea that if his research problem centered in any 


“of the following disputed areas or if his problem centered on any State boundary, 


‘the records on both sides of the lines should be consulted for a solution to the 
- problen.. 


In the explosive expansion into-our public domain when so nany settlers were 
beyond State boundaries, and at times really did not know their actual location 
and the law under which they were to be subjected, the researcher should be sone- 
what imaginative in looking for additional sources from which he night find the 
solution to his problen. 


For this subject there is but one outstanding source of information and ‘that 
is the ATLAS OF HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY OF THE UNITED STATES by Charles O. Paullin, 
edited by John K, Wright, published in 1932. This outstanding contribution through 
the funds of the Carnegie Institution of Washington has given us a nunber of waps 
concerning boundary disputes, one of which is reproduced herein by their permission. 
Researchers should be alert to the fact that while a settler might have resided in 
but one place over a period of years, the civil government for his residence night 
have changed several tiwes. Or, the records which he made might have gone into 
different county seats or repositories of vital records such as churches, etc. 


This particular publication is available from the Carnegie Institution of 
Washington, 1530 P Street,N.W. Washington 5, D.C. on 35 mm. microfilm (positive) 
for a price of $2.75 or in the near future, the Antiquarian Press, 45 West 57th 
Street, New York 19, N.Y. will reproduce a reprint of this book and it will be 
available for distribution from that organization. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE-MASSACHUSETTS boundary disputes. 


This dispute lasted over a period of two hundred years and the basis for the 
dispute was the meaning of the original charter of 1629. This charter stated that 
the boundary was "three miles to the north of every part thereof (the Merrinuack 
River)", As you see fron the tap reproduced herein the river went north into the 
State of New Hampshire a considerable distance and therefpe the boundary of Massa- 
chusetts extended, at that tine, considerably into the area of what was later the 
State of New Hampshire. A later charter of 1691 did not specifically repeat the 
stipulation about the river and New Hampshire thought that the boundary should be 
fixed at the mouth of the Merrimack River. As late as 1740 the King of England 
gave New Hampshire a line due west of a point three miles north of the Merrimack 
River which included thirty towns in Massaahusetts. The counties concerned at that 
time were Cheshire, Hillsboro, Merrinack and Sullivan. Later the thirty towns were 
in the lower parts of Cheshire County, Hillsboro and Rockingham counties. This 
dispute was finally settled in 1895, 


50 BOUNDARY DISPUTES (Cont'd) 
TENNESSEE ~ KENTUCKY boundary dispute. 


While there is no graphic illustration given herein on this dispute the follow- 
ing quotation from Willard Rouse Jillson's book on KENTUCKY LAND GRANTS, will ade- 
quately describe the location and cause with results of this dispute. 


"A small group of grants consisting of cight books known as the grants South 
of Walker's Line aro indicated in Chapter III, They were issued from 1825 to 1923 
and consist of 4,583 separate grants ... they are located"South of Walkers Line" 
and north of the parallel 36 degrees 30 minutes. A line which was accurately estab- 
lished in 1819 by Robert Alexander and Luke Munsell, following legislature appoint- 
ment. Dr. Walker in running his line for the southern boundary of Kentucky in 1779- 
1780 failed to establish the true parallel of 36 degrees 30 minutes. His line 
falling fron six to 10 miles north of the true parallel ... these lines were really 
in Tennessee, To settle the matter in 1820 ... Kentucky was given the right to 
issue the grants for all the territory lying north of the parallel 36 degrees 30 win- 
utes and cast of the Tennessce River." | ) 


From the Kentucky Historical Society we learn that these grants were made by 
Kentucky but were administered by Tennessee and became Tennessec. The parts of 
Tennessee that were affected directly by this error wore Sumner and Smith coun tics 
where so many NorthCarolina military land grants were given to soldiers. Also, uy 
own great grandfather was an early settler in Sumner county, Tennessee, and until I 
knew of this disputed area, I was not able to find his original land entry in the 
. Kentucky land grant book by Dr. Jillson. 


MICHIGAN - OHIO boundary dispute 


The borderland betwcen Michigan and Ohio was disputes shortly after Ohio becane 
a State. A near state of war existed betweon these two States and has been referred 
to as the "Toledo War" which actually did not reach a conbattant stage but was 
peaceably settled in 1856, Tho cause of the controvorsy had its origin in the 
wording of the Ordinance of 1787. But ... finally in 1836, a compromise was reached 
when Michigan was given-somc nine thousand square miles north of Lake Michigan for 
the territory of less than 1000 square miles taken by Indiana and Ohio. 


THE LOST STATE OF FRANKLIN 


The "Lost" State of Franklin was actually in existence for about four years 
fron 1784 to 1786 (the approximate term of one governor) and its boundaries were 
conceded to be at the western bordors of North Carolina, eastern Tennessee and the 
vallics of that area, An excellent book pertaining to this "Lost" State has been 
written by Samuel Cole Williams in 1934 under the title, HISTORY OF THE LOST STATE 
OF FRANKLIN, Other books of interest to this importmt and indefinite area include, 
"THE FRENCH BROAD HOLSTON COUNTRY, 1946 by the East Tennessee Historical Society; 
HISTORY OF THE MIDDLE NEW RIVER SETTLEMENTS AND CONTIGUOUS TERRITORY, by David E. 
Johnston (1906) 


Strangely enough this disputed area contributed greatly to the gonealogy and 
history of the expanding southwest United States. It was a "Grand Central Station" 
area for hundreds of thousands of migrating settlers. Later when these scttlers 
were picked up in the decennial federal censuses’ of the public domain States, they 
might have stated their place of birth to have been North Carolina when it was ac- 
tually, and later, the State of Tennessec; Virginia when it was later Kentucky, etc. 


BOUNDARY DISPUTES (Cont'a) al 
NEW YORK -Connecticut boundary dispute. 


The dispute between these’ States centered upon a narrow strip of land between 
them generally called "The Oblong" or the "Nine Partners" area, This arca was un- 
settled for a number of years but it seems strang indeed that so many research prob- 
lems cane back to those areas of disputed boundarics,. There was a Society of Friends 
(Quaker ) Monthly Meeting in the Nine Partners area for awhile and this was impor~ 
tant to their genealogy. See the enclosed map for a definition of this area. 


NEW YORK - VERMONT boundary dispute. 


New York claimed Vermont by virtue of a grant by the Duke of York in 1664 in 
which he gave to that State all lands from the west side of the Connecticut River 
(present boundary between Vermont and New Hampshire) and the east side of the Dela- 
ware Bay. In 1781 Vermont voted to make a more extensive western line and defincd 
the Hudson River as its western boundary, At Philadelphia, Pa. when the State of 
Vermont was admitted to the Union a settloment was reached concerning the present 
boundaries of the State. 


For continued reading the ATLAS OF HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY OF THE UNITED STATES 
gives great detail in its text discussion as well as maps for the disputed areas. 


* OK 


= 4 be . 
7 2 
. 
2 o* 
- ae 
. * 
. oF - . ~ ! 
ie 7 eth oe ' 
H S « “? ' 
i 2 : . : 

2 Ee ‘ - 

ors A 

ag ps 5 “ a 


‘uo YSuTYsey, JO UOTINATASUL ETSeUIBD oy 
gO uotsstuzed Aq peonpoadez dem stuy 


- a = 
I Lua a oe = : 
1 


ti 

eetr-eoot 

wang Sy pomp ty Oar % expen) eT“ ~— y 
f teas-enni Ween; pee HY | 


i 
md Semey marenting 5 <n Sy poergTEeN 
H see ‘sape-eais ‘oemens pane fy pean copy mma “| 


ee 


Gaus wrcpepsmny 1 20 
20a SeniaEN Ser, 


AITASNN GZ d 3 


epilag, 34 prided toy emgneg sn 2201 Veet Bea F oahg p teres oy Pageants my eZ 


oo | ORs Ye aay eens eeny, 


Set POS Sn Fae peHTEy omy hq coveator MetimERIY 3G we pT 7) 
‘wesyoues @ : ms Semen mee 
uaa) ASUBE MIN fO NAVGNNOG NUBHINON : @ ANVONIO8 LNDLLIANNOD-NYOA MAN is 
mpsapy 6 pang egy erg Ey Se oe, Se lr — en racer Wererere es (|) ea Err eR ne ee 


SreT UY Geteg 2 pointed wary «02 s+ y 
fis ‘epeneuery 
Werkyy iy preated cap Gesaaes om = 2 


Sieainateniees eeeameet 


Rone et 


ONS Le i s em | BL LAS NHOVS 
d 4 [tid sapere 
. 3 vA s 


a nn Lame 


| 
| 
| 
| 


-VINVATASNN3d 


a } 
eT Deed 
| 
: 


at 
rf 
Ht 


a 


a 


Ber tass emg 49 pep mR ~-—— 4 


a 2015 Seeaeesng pra ey 
= fe i Niead eeae Gea 1021 Sappstaeny 9044 hy peep ver) —— 7 
62 bey gaesiguie joe wone 
H : ay Waste Ws, "Yats Wemeepapent (ey 9 OY SE place Gagy mee meas Lecco! ' Wong om Ay pemeeS is PEI-2504 “enang peyemeg & Beyparter oor] 1 


1) Sh apap FOr enek (mR sep pel SEG Ay pe eoNy ——mn—g 
BBM 9 EEL MPEP peinENS 9 IRD DETR YEN eT, AON 


any 
wn 


la AuvoNnno 
| @ anvis: 300H+-uNDUDaNNOD 


ee ham ey 


AYVGNNOG SYIHSdAVH sane sesh eb a 


APPENDIX 55 
GLOSSARY OF WORDS AND TERMS FROM LAND RECORDS 


A.G.O. = Adjutant General's Office. 

abstract = an abstract is.a less quantity containing the virtue and force of a 
greater quantity. A transcript is gencrally defined a "copy" and is more con- 
prehensive than an abstract, | 

abstract of title = a condensed history of the title to land. 

abstracter = a porson who prepares ae epitone of the succéssive conveyances and 
‘other facts upon which a person's title to a piece of land rests. 

acquired lands = federal lands obtained by purchase,. condermation or gift under 
laws other than public land laws. 

adjudication = the legal and demonstrative processing of casework to assure full 
coupliance with the public land laws and regulations; to determine rights. 

aliquot parts = a quarter division of a section of land - in the public domain. 

allodial title = absolute ownership not subjoct toany feudal duties or burdens.: 

application = a formal request for the use or ownership of public lands or resources. 

anti-rent agitation = in New York State 1839-1846 was a culmination of the resent- 
nent of farmers against the leasehold system, whereby the great landlords and 
land companies collected yearly tribute in ae labor or money and exacted 
a share of 4 or 1/3 of the sale of a leaschold. 

B.L.W, eae nty: Land Warrant. 

BoM = Ferch Mark used in surveying, a definite point of known elevation. 

base line = an imaginary line running east and west from an initial point used 
in surveying the public domain. 

bearing tree = (in surveying) a blazed and marked tree epic a boundary. 

bona fide = in or with good faith; without fraud or deceit, 

bounty = a reward, bonus. 

bounty land = a portion of the public douain given to soldiers for military service 
by way of bounty, in place of money payment, 

cadastral survey = a public land survey-to establish land boundaries. 

certificate = a certified statement; a written testimony to the truth of any fact; 
a written declaration legally pees econ 

cession = a:yielding .or surrender, as of rights, toanother. 

chain = (in surveying) 66 fect in length or 100 links of 7.92 inches. 

charter = an instrument in writing from the sovereign power of a State or country, 
granting or guaranteeing rights, . 

collateral = designating or pertaining to an obligation or security attached to 
another to secure its performance; security. . 

common law = the unwritten law that is binding because of immemorial usage and 
universal reception; often used in distinction from statute law. 

conestoga wagon = had its origin among the Pennsylvania Dutch people. A high 
structure, heavily built with broad wheels and a wagon bed higher at either 
end to prevent the spilling of contents in going up or down a hill. It had a 
canvas top was drawn by 4-6 horscs, painted blue and red. 

control document = any legal document ~ which affects the ownership or use of 
public lands or resources. 

control document index = microphotographic copies of control documents mounted in 
aperture tabulating cards arranged by State, meridian and township. 

deed = an instrument conveying real property. 

deed of partition = a deed by those holding property jointly. 

deed of trust = a deed that creates a, trust. . 

demeaning = behaving; department, 

devisee = the person who receives land or other real property by will. 

devisor = testator = one who wills land to another, 


56 GLOSSARY - continued 


disposal ~ * = a transaction which leads to the transfer of the title of public 
lands fron Federal to non-Federal ownership. 

donee = one ay whom a gift is made. 

eninent donain = (law) that superior dominion of the sovereign power over property 
within ie State which authorizes it to appropriate all or any part thereof 
to a necessary public use, reasonable compensation being made. 

encroachment = to enter gradually or by stealth into tho rights of another; trespass; 
intrude. 

endowment = that which-is settled on a person or an institution; property perman- 
ently devoted toanother object. 

entity = a real being, whcther in thought or in fact; essence; existence. 

fee simple = an absolute inheritance, as estate in feo, without condition or 
restriction, 

field notes = (in survoying) the permanent detailed record made by a surveyor as 

he is in the process of establishing a boundary. Actually, a kind of diary 
in which the surveyor records all of the details about the survey. 

freehold = a tenure of real property by which an estate of inheritance or for life 
is held, or the estate itself. 

Geographer's Line = surveyed by Thomas Hutchins, geographer of the U.S. and done 

. - according to the plan provided for in the Ordinance of 1785, The line began 

~at the point where the Pennsylvania boundary intersected the Ohio River and was 
to run due West. The so-called "Scven Ranges" were laid out South of this line. 
glebe = land belonging to a parish church or assigned to a minister as part of 
_ his’ salary. . 

grant = thing or property seth da gift; specifically, a tract of land, a nonopoly, 
or the like granted by the government. 

grantce = a person TO WHOM a grant is made. 

grantor = a person BY WHOM a grant is made. 

historical index - the narrative part of the now status records; a summary and 

index of all essential actions which affect or have affocted the titlo to or 
usc of lands and resources, public domain. 

indenture = a.deed which originally was nade in two parts formed by cutting or 
toaring a single shcot across-the middic in a jagged or indentod ae, so that 
the two parts may be subsequently matched or re-matchod. 

jurisdiction = authority of a sovorcign power to govorn or legislate; authority; 
control; sphere of authority. 

land classification = designationof public lands. as being valuable or suitable 
for a specific purpose. 

land warrant = a nogotiable government certificate entitling its holder to be put 
in possession of a designated quantity of public land or other appropriation 
of land by Congress. 

legal description = the description and identarvennaent of the location of a par- 
ticular parcel of land according to the official plat of lop h B 

lessee = one to whon.a lease is given. 

lieu = place; stead; chiefly in "liou of", 

link = 7.92 inches in surveyor's tieasure. 

litigation = to make the subject of a lawsuit; contest at law. 

M.L.W. = Military Land Warrant. 

Master Title Plat = the plat of the new status records on which is shown survey 
data necessary to identify and describe public domain lands, and on which is 
indicated those actions which currently limit or restrict the use or availa- 
bility of public lands and resourcos. 

meander line - (in surveying) a traverse of the uargin of a permanent natural body 
of water. 

muniment = (law) the evidences or writings whereby one is enabled to defend title 
to proporty. 


GLOSSARY (continucd ) at 


Old Southwest - an area applied first to the present State of Tennessce and Ken- 
tucky but it was extended to include primarily Alabama, Mississippi and sone- 
times parts of Louisiana and Arkansas. 

ordinance = established rule; especially any public onactnent. 

original survey = a cadastral survey which creates land boundaries ... the first time, 

pace = a measure of distance two and one-half fcet, 

patent = an instrument making a conveyance or grant of public lands; a decd. 

patentee = one to whom a grant is made; or a privilege secured by patent. 

perpetual = continuing forever or for an unlinuited tinc; continuous. 

plat of survey = a drawing which shows boundaries, subdivisions, aroa and other 
features included in a cadastral survey. 

principal meridian = a true north and south line running through an initial pOLnt. 

private land claim = a private claim established in an area later ceded to or be- 
fore the United States obtained possession of it. 

quitclaim deed = a deed conveying the interest of the grantor at that tine. 

quitclain = certain established rents of the freeholders and ancient copyholders 
of manors are denominated "quitrents" because the tenant goes quit and free of 
all other services, 

range = a tier of townships (in surveying) running vertical on the map or north 
and south, Abbreviated to "R" in describing location of land. 

scrip = any of various documents used as evidence that the holder or bearer is 
entitled to receive something, a certificate, an allotment. 

script = something written, a systen of writing. 

section = (surveying) 640 acres or one square mile area, 

Southwest Territory = a short title applied to the region officially set up and 
known in 1790 as the TERRITORY OF THE U.S. SOUTH OF THE OHIO RIVER. It con- 
Sisted mainly of the future State of Tennessee. 

status plat = a plat or which has been diagramed and noted such information as is 
necessary to determine Federal ownership, disposition, use or availability of 
public lands and resources. 

survey = the operation of finding and delineating the contour, dimentions, posi- 
tion, etc, by applying the principles of geometry and trigonometry, as of any 
part of the earth's surface; a measured plan and description, 

survey plat = a map on which land surveys are recorded at a scale of two inches 
to the mile. Each plat usually shows one township. 

Surveyor's Measure: one link: 7.92 in.; one chain = 100 links, 66 feet; 625 square 
links = 1 square pole; 10 square chains = 1 acre; 640 acres = 1 square mile or 
one section; 36 square niles = 1 township; a pole = 1 rod or 16.5 feet. 

topography = description, especially exact and scientific of an area or region. 

township = (surveying) 36 square miles, public domain. 

township = (New England) a unit of local government; an area, 

tract book = a narrative journal-like record which is an index to and digest of all 
essential actions which affect public lands. 

warranty deed = one which contains a covenant of warranty or a covenant by the 
grantor to defend the title and possession of the estate granted. 

witness corner = (surveying) ‘blazed trees or corners similar to true property 
corners established in a given direction and at a given distance from an actual 
property corner. Witness corners aid in the location of property corners and 


are recorded in the surveyor's field notes. 
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CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF TERRITORIES 29 | 


Date of Effective Adnission Years as Vol. Nunber in 
Beeeeieree oe ck al ee PETE as State __ Territory Territorial Papers 
Terr, N.W. 
R. Ohio aon bee Oy) b= | 1 Mar 1803 15 2,3.(Ohio State) 
Terr. ©o of 
R. Ohio 26 May? 1/90 ~~ 1 Jun 1796 6 4 (So.West. Terr.) 
Mississippi NOs -Gercun ly (oto ummee 10 Dec 1817 19 6 
Indiana 7 May 1800 4 Jul 1800 11 Dec 1816 16 gee 
Orleans 26 Mar 1804 1 Oct 1804 & Apr 1812 r| 9 (La. State) 
Michigan 11 Jan 1805 30 June 1805 26 Jan 1837 a] 11 12% 
La.-Mo. 3 Mar 1805 4 July 1805 10 Aug 1821 16 13,14,15. 
Tllinois 5 Feb 1809 1 Mar 1809 4 Dec 1818 9 ie ewer a 
Alabana OS Mare! O17 r= 14 Dee 1819 2 LB 
Arkansas 2Har 1819 4 July 1819 15 Jun 1836 af 1920 721 
Florida 30 Mar 1822 - 3 Mar 1845 23 22, 23, 24, 25,26. 
Wisconsin 20 Apr 1836 3 Jul 1836 29 May 1848 12 ~ 
Towa 12 Jun 1838 3 July 1838 28 Dec 1846 74 = 
Oregon | 14 Aug 1848 - 14 Feb 1859 10 - 
Minnesota 5 Mar 1849 - 11 May 1858 9 - 
New Mexico 9 Sep 1850 - 6 Jan 1912 61 = 
Utah 9 Sep 1850 - 4 Jan 1896 Ah = 
Washington Be Mareloo.  « 11 Nov 1889 46 Zs 
Nebraska 30 May 1854 - 9 Feb 1867 12 - 
Kansas 20 Mey 1654 = 29 Jan 1861 6 rs 
Colorado 28 Feb 1861 - lihug 1GiGieee 5 - 
Nevada 2 Mar 1861 - 31 Oct 1864 4 " 
Dakota > 2eMer 1861. 2 Nov 1889 28 = 
Arizona 2h Feb 1863 -- © | 14 Feb 1912 ho = 
Idaho Sears Cos. = 3 Jul 1890 27 
Montana 26 May 1864 -- & Nov 1889 25 = 
Wy oning 25 Jul 1868 <- 10 Jul 1890 22 ~ 
Oklahoma 2 May 1890 - 16 Nov 1907 uri = 


Note: in the above chronology the right-hand column has reference to the publica-~ 
tion by the Department of State, U.S. GPO., TERRITORIAL PAPERS OF THE UNITED 
STATES, compiled and edited by Clarence Edwin Carter. Each of these volunes is 
indexed by name and they are valuable aids in locating individuals in the early 
public domain, The Territorial -Papers consist of petitions from the inhabitants, 
letters between officials, censuses, memorials, etc. 


The AMERICAN STATE PAPERS — Public Lands ~ consists of eight volumes selected 
and edited by Asbury Dickens, Clerk of the House of Representatives, Washington, 
1860. These papers consist of documents of the Congress of the United States in 
relation to ehe Public Lands. These volumes are indexed by name and have many 
references to individuals on the American frontier. Papers consist of hearing by 
Commissioners of Lands, litigation of titlos, etc. 


The American State Papers are published also for FOREIGN RELATIONS, FINANCE, 
COMMERCE AND NAVIGATION, MILITARY AFFAIRS, POST OFFICE Dept., INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
CLAIMS and Miscellancous Affairs. Some of the volumes are dated as early as 1832 


others as late as 1860 or later. 
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60 OHIO LAND GRANTS 
(As extracted from the book, "A Short History of OHIO LAND GRANTS, by Joseph T. 
Ferguson, Auditor of State,Ohio. (No date of Publication) 


VIRGINIA MILITARY LANDS - 1784 
"A body of land lying between the Scioto and Little Miani Rivers, bounded by 
the Ohio River on the south, and Auglaise,Hardin dnd Marion Counties on the north. 


THE CONNECTICUT WESTERN RESERVE -1786 ; 
",,.called New Connecticut, consisting of three million,ecight hundred and 
fourty thousand acres, in northeast of state, between Lake Erie and Pennsylvania, 


FIRELANDS -— 1792 

"The name originated from the circumstances of the State of Connecticut having" 
granted these lands in 1792, as a donation to certain suffers by fire, occasioned by 
the English during the Revolutionary War, particularly at New London, Fairfield and 
Norwalk. 


CONGRESS LANDS ~ 1786-1820 | 
",..80 called because they were sold to purchasers by the immediate officers 
of the general governnent, conforably to existing laws as enacted by Congress. 


SEVEN RANGES - 1786 
"First land ever surveyed by the governnent west of the Ohio River in 1786. 


OHIO COMPANY'S PURCHASE - 1787 

",e. about 1,000,000 acres lying along the Ohio River. Tract purchased by _ 
Manasseh Cutler and Winthrop Sargeant hailing from Salen, Mass, agents for the 
Ohio Company. First permanent settlement made under the ordinance of 1787 was nade 
at Marietta, in 1788, by officers of the Revolutionary Arny. 


DONATION TRACT - 1792 
"... situated in Washington and Morgan counties. 


FRENCH GRANT - 1795 
",e. in 1795 Congress donated a tract... in Scioto County to a number of French 
people who were swindled out of their prety dey a land company . 


UNITED STATES MILITARY LANDS ~ 1796 
ieee about 2,500,000 acres located in the central part of the State. 


MORAVIAN LANDS -~ 1787-1796 
, "... three tracts of 4,000 acres each to Moravian Brethern for the use of 
Christianized Indians of Gives located on Muskingun River ... Tuscarawas County. 


REFUGEE TRACT - 1798 
"In 1798 Congress gave to many persons from Nova Scotia and Canada ... this 
tract was given to patriots whose property was confiscated by the British. 


DORHMAN 'S GRANT - 1801 
"ee. located: in Tuscarawas County and $ in Harrison County. 
TWELVE MILES SQUARE RESERVE - 1805 


"se. is a tract located in Wood and Lucas Counties, 


TWO MILES SQUARE RESERVE - 1805 


"see is located in the central part of Sandusky County." 
* OK Ok 
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